
“Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; 

everyone who loves is born of God and Knows God.” - 1 John 4:7

A philosophy based principally upon materialism, acquisition, 
and possessions is not sufficient to live by, or to die by. At some 
point, followers of Jesus must decide whether they will listen to 
the wisdom of the world or to the wisdom of God.

Proportional giving and tithing encourages people to look at 
their earning, saving, and spending through God’s eyes. It 
reminds them that their ultimate worth is derived from the 
assurance that they are children of God, created by God, and 
infinitely loved by God. God’s eternal love revealed in Christ is 
the source of self-worth; true happiness and meaning are found 
in growing in grace and in the knowledge and love of God. Giving 
generously reprioritizes lives and helps people distinguish what 
is lasting, eternal, and of infinite value from what is temporary, 
illusory, and untrustworthy. The discipline of generous giving 
places people on the balcony, helping them to look out at the 
consumerist society with new perspective, better able to see its 
traps, deceptions, and myths. The practice of generosity is a 
means by which God builds people up, strengthens their spirits, 
and equips them to serve God’s purposes.

Proportional giving and moving towards tithing helps the 
followers of Jesus understand that all things belong to God and 
that, during their days on earth, followers are entrusted as 
stewards to use all they have and all they are in ways that 
glorify God.                                              (continued on the back)
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What Christians earn belongs to God, and they should earn it 
honestly and in ways that serve purposes consistent with being 
followers of Christ. What Christians spend belongs to God; and 
they should use it wisely, not foolishly, on things that enhance 
life and do not diminish it. What they save belongs to God, and 
they should invest in ways that strengthen society. What 
Christians give belongs to God; and they need to give 
generously, extravagantly, and conscientiously in ways that 
strengthen the body of Christ.

Most of us have probably never seriously considered tithing 
(giving a tenth to God). Yet tithing is the Biblical standard of 
Christ-centered generosity. Challenge yourself this week to 
calculate the proportion of your income you give for God’s 
purposes. Take your monthly giving and divide it by your 
monthly income. Does the proportion surprise you? How do you 
feel about it? Might it be possible this year to grow one 
percentage in your giving toward a tithe?
          (adapted from Cultivating Faithfulness by Robert Schnase)

This chart shows 
giving as a 
percentage of 
weekly income. 
Find where you are 
on the graph and 
consider your 
giving as a 
percentage of 
income. You are 
invited to 
prayerfully 
consider increasing 
your giving this 
year as a 
percentage of your 
income and 
becoming an 
“Extravagant 
Giver”!


